The Bloody Assize
returned to the farm and then fled as fast as they could
towards Ware and Asbridge, where all the wagons were
captured next day.
Monmouth seems to have endeavoured to keep his men
from firing as they advanced, but he was not able to do so,
and once started at night, the desire to join in and let off
the musket in one's hands seems a very human one. It is
said that with a pike in his hand the Duke made an effort to
lead a last charge of the foot towards the rhine, and though,
he strove to advance without noise, someone fired off a
musket and then they all began firing their ammunition
away as they rushed along, intending to swarm across the
ditch into the enemy's camp. The effort failed, but led
to a lot of confused individual fighting.
Such was the position of affairs at the first sign of dawn,
between four and five in the morning. The battle was, in-
deed, lost and won, but the poor wretches struggling to kill
each other in the dark had not yet realized this. Churchill
was now in effective command of the trained soldiers, who
had recovered from the surprise, but received instructions,
no doubt, from his general, who directed affairs from his
cottage dressing-room. Grey, who had fled with his horse,
seems to have returned at daybreak and found Monmouth
but too well aware that the battle was lost. His peasant
soldiers were being shot down by the Royal troops and had
no ammunition with which to reply. Some were flying,
but many groups were making a last stand, giving a good
account of themselves with their pikes and staves and scythes.
Had Monmouth plunged into the ranks and sought a soldier's
death it would have been better for his memory. But long
before the fighting was over these two leaders, with about
fifty of the Duke's immediate bodyguard, had withdrawn
from the field and ridden in flight towards the Polden HiUs.
" And so ended," writes Viscount Wolseley, whose story
of the affair is beyond praise, " this battle in which well-
armed British regulars, led by English gentlemen, slaughtered
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